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1
TEMPERATURE SENSOR FOR IMAGE
SENSORS

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The invention relates to apparatus and methods for sensing
temperature with an integrated electronic circuit. The tem-
perature sensor and related methods may be used for sensing
temperature in a multi-pixel array of an imaging device.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Solid-state temperature sensors have been developed to be
incorporated in electronic and mechanical systems to provide
real-time monitoring of system temperature during operation.
There are a wide variety of applications in which temperature
sensors are used, ranging from environmental sensing and
control, cooking devices, medical devices, consumer elec-
tronics, and machine diagnostics, control, and safety. As one
simple example, temperature sensors can be used as a safety
element in some applications, e.g., electrical motors, and
provide a signal that will shut off an overheating system to
prevent damage to the system.

Some temperature sensors are thermistor based, in which a
temperature-sensitive resistor (thermistor) is used in a circuit
to sense temperature, as depicted in FIG. 1 for example. The
thermistor 110 can be incorporated in a voltage divider (e.g.,
comprised of resistor R, and thermistor 110), and an output of
the divider V_, can be provided to one input of a differential
amplifier 140. A reference voltage V,,may be provided to a
second input of the differential amplifier. Since the resistance
of thermistor is a function of temperature, V_,, will be tem-
perature dependent. V_,, will be compared with the constant
reference voltage V, .and any deviations in due to tempera-
ture changes will be sensed by differential amplifier 140,
amplified, and provided as an output voltage V - that is pro-
portional to temperature.

Though a temperature-sensing circuit such as that shown in
FIG. 1 may be used in a large number of applications, it is not
suitable for some applications for several reasons. One reason
is that it can consume too much power for low-power appli-
cations, such as cell phones. Another reason is that it requires
at least one stable and temperature-independent voltage
source. Another reason is that it generally comprises large
circuit elements that are not well suited for integration into
micro-circuits. Also, calibration of the sensor requires control
of a reference voltage source, V,,. Additionally, if the ther-
mistor 110 is large, the temperature response of the circuit
may be slow for some applications (e.g., sensing heating due
to electrical power surges).

SUMMARY

The present invention relates to fully integrated, solid state
temperature sensor that can be incorporated on a chip and
fabricated using CMOS technology. The sensor can be fabri-
cated at low cost, and is configured to provide an output
current rising from a zero value that is proportional to tem-
perature. The zero crossing of the output current is tunable,
and corresponds to a selectable reference temperature. In
some embodiments, the zero crossing is independent of out-
put gain of the temperature sensor. The temperature sensor
may be incorporated in small electronic devices, e.g., a multi-
pixel imaging sensor.

The foregoing and other aspects, embodiments, and fea-
tures of the present teachings can be more fully understood
from the following description in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.
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2
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The skilled artisan will understand that the figures,
described herein, are for illustration purposes only. It is to be
understood that in some instances various aspects of the
invention may be shown exaggerated or enlarged to facilitate
an understanding of the invention. In the drawings, like ref-
erence characters generally refer to like features, functionally
similar and/or structurally similar elements throughout the
various figures. The drawings are not necessarily to scale,
emphasis instead being placed upon illustrating the principles
of the teachings. The drawings are not intended to limit the
scope of the present teachings in any way.

FIG. 1 depicts a thermistor-based temperature sensor.

FIG. 2 depicts an integrated temperature sensor, according
to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 depicts current values from transistor 219 and to
transistor 220 as a function of temperature for the circuit
shown in FIG. 2, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4A shows output current I_,,, measured from the out-
put terminal 230 of the temperature sensor as a function of
temperature, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 4B shows output voltage V, , from the current-to-
voltage conversion circuitry of FIG. 2 as a function of tem-
perature (° C.) for various output gain settings. The sensor
shows a stable zero-crossing value (reference temperature)
that is independent of output gain settings.

FIG. 5A depicts incorporation of the temperature sensor
into an integrated circuit, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 5B illustrates incorporation of a temperature sensor
into image-sensing circuitry, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 6 depicts acts of a method for producing a current
proportional to temperature with a temperature sensor,
according to one embodiment.

The features and advantages of the present invention will
become more apparent from the detailed description set forth
below when taken in conjunction with the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIG. 2, one embodiment of a temperature
sensor 200 is shown. The circuit 200 may be fabricated from
integrated electronic components (e.g., MOS transistors,
bipolar junction transistors, polysilicon resistors, metal or
poly interconnects) using CMOS technology, and may be
disposed on an integrated circuit chip. Since the temperature
sensor 200 can be integrated and fabricated using standard
CMOS technology, the temperature sensor can be produced at
low cost. Further, the temperature sensor may be readily
combined with other integrated circuits (e.g., a multi-pixel
imaging sensor, a circuit with analog-to-digital converters) to
sense temperature locally on chip. The temperature sensor
uses a small number of components (approximately 12 tran-
sistors and two resistors), and therefore requires a small
amount of real estate on a chip. In some embodiments, the
temperature sensor may consume less than a few 10’s of
microwatts of power when in operation.

The temperature sensor 200 may be placed in thermal
contact with an object or region for which temperature is to be
monitored, and may provide an output current I, that is
proportional to the temperature of the object or region.
According to one embodiment, the output current may rise
from a zero value that corresponds to a selectable reference
temperature. The reference temperature, or zero-crossing
value, may be tuned by varying resistors R, R, within the
sensor 200.
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In overview, the temperature sensor 200 may include a
temperature-sensing circuit 202, a current source 204, an
output transistor 220, and an output terminal 230 that is
coupled to a main terminal of the output transistor 220. The
temperature sensor is configured to combine a current [,
that is proportional to absolute temperature and a substan-
tially fixed current I, at an output node to produce the output
current [_,,. The current I ., may be produced at the output
transistor 220 by a control signal applied to the gate of the
output transistor. The control signal may be received from a
first output of the temperature-sensing circuit 202. The fixed
current [, may be produced by the current source 204, and
may maintain a substantially constant value independent of
temperature. The value of I, may be adjusted or tuned by
varying resistor values R |, R, within the sensor 200. Varying
the value of I, may shift the zero-crossing value of I_,,,, as
explained in further detail below.

In some embodiments, the temperature-sensing circuit 202
may comprise two circuit branches, each configured to couple
between a first voltage supply V ,, and a second voltage sup-
ply V_,. According to one embodiment, the second voltage
supply is at ground potential. In a first circuit branch, there
may be a field-effect transistor (FET) 210 of a first type
coupled in series with a field-effect transistor 213 of a second
type. A transistor of a first type may be a p-channel FET, and
a transistor of a second type may be an n-channel FET. FET
213 may be diode connected. There may also be a bipolar
junction transistor (BJT) 232 in the first circuit branch of the
temperature-sensing circuit 202, and coupled in series with
transistors 210 and 213.

The second branch to the temperature-sensing circuit 202
may comprise a FET 212 of the first type coupled in series
with a FET 214 of the second type. FET 212 may be diode
connected and configured in a current-mirror relationship
with FET 210. FET 214 may be configured in a current-mirror
relationship with FET 213. The second branch of the tem-
perature-sensing circuit 202 may also include a resistor R,
and a BJT 234 coupled in series with transistors 214 and 212
as shown. BJT 234 may be configured in a current-mirror
relationship with BIT 232 of the first branch. The base of
BJTs 232 and 234 may be configured to be biased by the
second voltage supply V..

In various embodiments, the junction area in BJT 234 is
smaller than the junction area in BJT 232, so that the current
density in BJT 234 is higher than the current density in BJT
232 when both BITs are conducting current. In some embodi-
ments, the current density in transistor 234 is higher than the
current density in transistor 232 by about a factor of eight,
though other values may be used. For example, the ratio of
current densities in transistors 234 and 232 may be between
about 2 and about 4 in some embodiments, between about 4
and about 8 in some embodiments, between about 8 and about
16 in some embodiments, and yet between about 16 and about
32 in some embodiments.

Because of the difference in BJT current densities and
base-to-emitter voltages that are dependent upon both tem-
perature and current density, the temperature-sensing circuit
202 produces a current 1., that is proportional to absolute
temperature in each branch of the temperature-sensing cir-
cuit. For example, the current rises from a zero value at 0
Kelvin. Further details of producing a current proportional to
absolute temperature with a pair of BJTs can be found in a
publication to Bakker and Huij sing (IEEE Journal of Solid
State Circuits, Vol. 31, No. 7 (1996) pp. 933-937), which is
incorporated by reference.

According to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 2, a first
output from the temperature-sensing circuit 202 may be pro-
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vided from a node common to the gates of transistors 210 and
212. The first output may be coupled to a gate of output
transistor 220 to produce a current proportional to absolute
temperature 1., at the output transistor. Output transistor
220 may be configured in a current-mirror relationship with
transistors 210 and 212.

A second output from the temperature-sensing circuit 202
may be provided from a node common to the gates of tran-
sistors 213 and 214. The second output may be coupled to a
gate node of a field-effect transistor 221 in a first branch of the
current source 204. Transistor 221 may be configured as a
source follower. It will be appreciated that the voltage at the
gates of transistors 213 and 214 will vary in a manner opposite
that at the gates of transistors 211 and 212, since transistors
213 and 214 are of a different type than transistors 211 and
212. Accordingly, transistor 221 will produce a current I, ,
in the first branch of current source 204 that varies in a manner
opposite the temperature dependence of 1,7,

In some embodiments, the current source 204 comprises
two circuit branches, each configured to couple between the
first supply voltage V ,, and the second supply voltage V..
The first branch of the current source 204 may comprise the
transistor 221 of the second type in series with a resistor R,
and in series with a FET 216 of the first type. The transistor
216 may be diode connected.

The second branch of the current source 204 may comprise
a FET 217 of the first type coupled in series with a FET 218
of'the second type. The transistor 217 may be configured in a
current-mirror relationship with the transistor 216. The tran-
sistor 218 may be diode connected, and configured in a cur-
rent-mirror relationship with a FET 219 of the second type.
Transistor 219 may have a first main terminal coupled to a
main terminal of output transistor 220 and a second main
terminal configured to couple to the second supply V..

The current source may further include a FET 215 of the
first type configured in a current-mirror relationship with
transistors 210 and 212. A first main terminal of transistor 215
may be configured to couple to the first supply V,, and a
second main terminal may be coupled to the second branch of
the current source 204 between transistors 217 and 218. Since
transistor 215 is configured in a current-mirror relationship
with transistors 210 and 212, it will provide a current propor-
tional to absolute temperature 1 ., - into the second branch of
the current source.

As may be appreciated, current I, , that flows in the first
branch of current source 204 will be mirrored into the second
branch by transistors 216 and 217. Accordingly, the current
source 204 may be configured to combine the current 1, ,
with the current]_,,, ., €.g., at node 209. Since the temperature
dependencies of these two currents is substantially opposite,
as described above, the resulting current I, is substantially
constant with temperature. [, flows in the lower portion of
the second branch of current source 204, and is mirrored to be
drawn from an output node by transistors 218 and 219.

Subtracting a substantially constant current I, from the
current that is proportional to absolute temperature 1., at
the output node of the temperature sensor effectively shifts
the zero-crossing or zero-intercept point of I, to a value
other than absolute 0. The new zero-crossing value can be
used to correspond to a reference temperature. The value of
the reference temperature may be determined by theory or a
calibration measurement. The amount of shift can be tuned by
varying values of resistors R, and R,. In certain embodi-
ments, R, is approximately equal to R,, and both values are
varied together. Accordingly, the output current I, repre-
sents a current that is proportional to temperature rising from
a zero-value at a selected reference temperature.
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The shift in the zero-crossing value of 1., ,-can be appre-
ciated from the plots of FIG. 3. The data was measured for one
embodiment of the temperature sensor. The data shows a first
trace 310 of 1., measured as a function of temperature (in
degrees Celcius) flowing into the output node from output
transistor 220. The second trace 330 represents I _,, measured
as a function of temperature flowing out of the output node to
transistor 219. The second trace 330 shows that the fixed
current I, has a small temperature dependence, but varies
less than about £5% over a range of about 200° C. In some
embodiments, I, varies less than about £10% over arange of
about 200° C. In other embodiments, I, varies less than
about 2% over a range of about 200° C. Subtracting I,
from I,,,, yields I, in which the zero-intercept value is
shifted from absolute zero for .., to a zero-crossing for I,
atabout “25° C. FIG. 4A shows aplotof I, =I,,,~1.,,.,and
shows the output current 410 rising from a zero value at about
“25°C.

In some implementations, the output terminal 230 may
provide an output current I, that is proportional to tempera-
ture sensed by the temperature sensor 200, e.g., as depicted in
FIG. 4A. In certain embodiments, current-to-voltage conver-
sion circuitry may be coupled to the output terminal 230 of the
temperature sensor 200, and configured to convert the output
current I, to an output voltage V_,,, that is proportional to
temperature. The current-to-voltage conversion circuitry may
provide selectable output gain settings.

TABLE 1
gain configuration Vo
G, only S 4 closed Vs + L. (Rs+Rg+Rc+Rp)
G, only Sz closed Vip+ 1L Rpg+Rc+Rp)
G, only S, closed Vie+ 1L, (Re+Rp)
G, only Sy, closed Ve + 1. Rp)

One embodiment of current-to-voltage conversion cir-
cuitry is depicted in FIG. 2. For this embodiment, the output
terminal 230 of the temperature sensor 200 is coupled to a
resistor ladder (R ,, Rz, R, R,) and bank of switches (S ,, S,
S Sp) as shown. One end of the resistor ladder is coupled to
a voltage supply V 5. The output voltage V_,,, can be given
approximately by the relations shown in Table 1. The
switches (S, Sz, S, Sp) may be controlled manually (e.g.,
manually set at the factory or by a user), or the switches may
be controlled internally by a circuit coupled to the tempera-
ture sensor (e.g., controlled by an internal automatic gain
control circuit or other gain-adjustment circuit). In some
implementations, the current-to-voltage circuitry may be pat-
terned on the same chip as the temperature sensor 200, and
packaged together with the temperature sensor.

In various embodiments, the zero-crossing value of the
output current I, is stable irrespective of the gain selected at
the output terminal 230. FIG. 4B shows plots of V420, 440,
460, 480 measured as a function of temperature for the circuit
shown in FIG. 2 at four respective different gain settings G|,
G,, G;, G, The configuration of the circuit for each gain
setting is indicated in Table 1. The trace 410 of FIG. 4A was
measured for each gain setting shown in FIG. 4B yielding
substantially the same result. As can be seen, the zero-cross-
ing value of , ,and it slope remain stable independent of gain
setting at the output of temperature sensor 200.

For the configuration of current-to-voltage conversion cir-
cuitry shown in FIG. 2, the output voltage V,, is referenced
to voltage V. In some implementations, V , z may vary with
time, e.g., due to temperature changes or fluctuations in a
voltage supply. In some embodiments, variations in V 5 will
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be automatically tracked in the output V_,,,. In one embodi-
ment, variations in V z that are due to temperature changes
may be substantially cancelled by temperature sensor 200.
For example, an output gain may be selected such that varia-
tions in 'V, z due to temperature are substantially cancelled by
temperature dependent signal 1,,,(R,,,) where R, is the
effective resistance of an output resistor ladder. Such an
embodiment may be used to provide a temperature-indepen-
dent voltage reference or voltage supply.

In some implementations, the temperature sensor may be
configured such that the zero-crossing value of 1, estab-
lishes a minimum sensed temperature. For example, V. may
be clipped below V  ;, the value of V_,, when I, =0. Regard-
less of whether or not the output voltage is clipped, a mea-
sured output voltage of Vz would correspond to the zero-
crossing reference temperature, e.g., about ~25° C. for the
embodiment depicted in FIG. 4A.

FIG. 5A depicts one embodiment of a temperature sensor
200 incorporated in an integrated circuit 500. The integrated
circuit may be part of a temperature-sensing circuit for an
environmental control system, or part of a temperature-sens-
ing circuit for a machine or electronic device. In some
embodiments, the integrated circuit may be incorporated in
an imaging device (e.g., a digital camera or portable elec-
tronic device having image-capture capability). The inte-
grated circuit may comprise a temperature sensor 200
coupled to a current-to-voltage converter 510, which is
coupled to an analog-to-digital converter (ADC) 530. The
ADC 530 may convert an analog voltage signal V_ _to a
multi-bit digital data signal.

The temperature sensor 550 may be incorporated in an
image sensing circuit as depicted in F1IG. 5B. According to the
embodiment shown, the temperature sensor 550 includes a
current-to-voltage conversion circuit that receives a reference
voltage V5. The output of the temperature sensor may be
converted to a digital signal by ADC 570 for storage in
memory 590 and/or for subsequent signal processing. The
ADC 570 may be an ADC that is similar to those used for
photosignal conversion by the imaging pixel array 540.
Accordingly, digital conversion circuitry common to the
imaging device can be used for the temperature sensor 550. In
some embodiments, reference voltage V ,, may be used to
establish a base signal for a voltage ramp V,,» applied to the
analog-to-digital converters for the ADC process. Any fluc-
tuations in V , z that would affect analog-to-digital conversion
can be tracked by the temperature sensor 550, such fluctua-
tions in the analog-to-digital conversion at the converter 570
are substantially matched and cancelled by reference-voltage
fluctuations induced in the output of the temperature sensor
550. In some embodiments, the reference voltage V , may
also be applied to the imaging pixel array 540 to establish a
no-signal level or dark-level for each pixel.

When incorporated in an image sensing device, automatic
gain control (AGC) may be employed by the image sensing
device to scale photosignals to utilize substantially all of the
dynamic range of the ADC’s. However, such scaling applied
to the temperature sensor 550 would lead to an erroneous
temperature value. In some embodiments, output gain set-
tings on the temperature sensor’s current-to-voltage conver-
sion circuitry can be adjusted to offset AGC settings applied
by the image sensing device. For example, at low light levels
the gain of signals from the imaging pixels 540 may be
increased, e.g., by a factor of about 2. To offset this increase,
switches in current-to-voltage conversion circuitry may be
selected to reduce the output voltage swing of the temperature
sensor 550, e.g., by a same factor of about 2. Increases in gain

out
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due to AGC and corresponding reductions in the sensor’s
output gain may be any factor other than 2 is some cases.

One embodiment of a method 600 for producing a current
proportional to temperature with a temperature sensor is illus-
trated by the flow diagram of FIG. 6. The method may com-
prise acts of supplying 610 a current proportional to absolute
temperature I ., ~to an output node of the temperature sensor.
The current may be obtained from a temperature-sensing
circuit, e.g., as described above in connection with FIG. 2.
The method 600 may further comprise combining 630 a cur-
rent proportional to absolute temperature 1., with a tem-
perature-dependent current that effectively cancels the tem-
perature dependence in I, The temperature-dependent
current may also be obtained from the temperature-sensing
circuit. The combination of the current proportional to abso-
lute temperature and the temperature-dependent current may
produce a current I, with a substantially constant value as a
function of temperature. The constant value may be selected
by selecting and/or adjusting at least one resistive element
within the temperature sensor. In some embodiments, two
resistors are selected and/or adjusted, one in a temperature-
sensing portion of the temperature sensor and one in a current
source portion of the temperature sensor. The method 600
may further comprise removing 650 the substantially con-
stant current [, from the output node. There may be addi-
tional or fewer acts associated with the method 600.

While the present teachings have been described in con-
junction with various embodiments and examples, it is not
intended that the present teachings be limited to such embodi-
ments or examples. On the contrary, the present teachings
encompass various alternatives, modifications, and equiva-
lents, as will be appreciated by those of skill in the art.

For example, though transistors of a first type (PMOS) may
have been shown in the drawings, transistors of a second type
(NMOS) may be used instead, and vice versa, with voltage
supplies and/or circuit topology changed accordingly to
maintain substantially similar circuit functionality. In some
instances, signal polarities may be reversed or inverted. Also,
attenuators, amplifiers, or buffers may be inserted in a signal
line. Such modifications may be made to the disclosed cir-
cuits without substantially moditying the functionality of the
disclosed circuits, and circuits modified accordingly should
be considered equivalent to the disclosed circuits.

Also, the technology described herein may be embodied as
a method, of which at least one example has been provided.
The acts performed as part of the method may be ordered in
any suitable way. Accordingly, embodiments may be con-
structed in which acts are performed in an order different than
illustrated, which may include performing some acts simul-
taneously, even though shown as sequential acts in illustrative
embodiments.

Use of ordinal terms such as “first,” “second,” “third,” etc.
in the claims to modify a claim element or item in the speci-
fication does not by itself connote any priority, presence or
order of one element over another. In addition, the use of an
ordinal term does not by itself connote a maximum number of
elements having a certain name that can be present in a
claimed device or method. Any suitable number of additional
elements may be used unless a claim requires otherwise.
Ordinal terms are used in the claims merely as labels to
distinguish one element having a certain name from another
element having a same name. The use of terms such as “at
least one” or “at least a first” in the claims to modify a claim
element does not by itself connote that any other claim ele-
ment lacking a similar modifier is limited to the presence of
only a single element. Any suitable number of additional
elements may be used unless a claim requires otherwise. The
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use of “including,” “comprising,” or “having,” “containing,”
“involving,” and variations thereof herein, is meant to encom-
pass the items listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as well
as additional items.

The indefinite articles “a” and “an,” as used herein in the
specification and in the claims, unless clearly indicated to the
contrary, should be understood to mean “at least one.”

The terms “substantially equivalent to” and “approxi-
mately equal to” and their equivalents should be understood
to mean that a first element is equivalent to or nearly equiva-
lent to a second element. In some embodiments, the degree of
equivalence may be within about £2%, in some embodiments
within about 5%, in some embodiments within about £10%,
and yet in some embodiments within about +20%.

The claims should not be read as limited to the described
order or elements unless stated to that effect. It should be
understood that various changes in form and detail may be
made by one of ordinary skill in the art without departing
from the spirit and scope of the appended claims. All embodi-
ments that come within the spirit and scope of the following
claims and equivalents thereto are claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A temperature sensor, comprising:

a first output transistor having first and second conduction
terminals, the first conduction terminal coupled to a first
voltage supply so that the first output transistor is con-
figured to generate a first current proportional to abso-
lute temperature from the second conduction terminal;

a current source coupled to the second conduction terminal
and configured to draw a constant reference current from
the second conduction terminal; and

an output terminal coupled to the second conduction ter-
minal and configured to output an output current propor-
tional to the absolute temperature for temperatures in
excess of a first reference temperature;

wherein the value of the constant reference current deter-
mines a zero-crossing value of the output current.

2. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the zero-crossing value of

the output current is at the first reference temperature.

3. The circuit of claim 1, further comprising a first resistive
value in a temperature-sensing circuit coupled to the first
output transistor and a second resistive value in the current
source that adjust the zero-crossing value to be at a second
reference temperature.

4. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the constant reference
current is independent of temperature of the temperature-
sensing circuit.

5. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the constant reference
current varies less than about 5 microamps over a temperature
range of about 200 Celsius for the temperature-sensing cir-
cuit.

6. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the zero-crossing value
corresponds to a selected reference temperature.

7. The circuit of claim 1, further comprising a temperature-
sensing circuit wherein a control terminal of the first output
transistor is coupled to the temperature-sensing circuit.

8. The circuit of claim 7, wherein the temperature-sensing
circuit comprises:

a first circuit branch configured to couple between a first

voltage supply and a second voltage supply;

a second transistor of a first type in the first circuit branch;

a third transistor of a second type coupled in series with the
second transistor;

a first bipolar junction transistor coupled in series with the
third transistor;

a second circuit branch configured to couple between the
first voltage supply and the second voltage supply;
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a fourth transistor of the first type in the second circuit
branch and configured in a current mirror relationship
with the second transistor;

a fifth transistor of the second type in series with the fourth
transistor and configured in a current mirror relationship
with the third transistor;

a resistor in series with the fifth transistor; and

a second bipolar junction transistor coupled in series with
the resistor and configured in a current mirror relation-
ship with the first bipolar junction transistor.

9. The circuit of claim 8, wherein a control terminal of the
second transistor is coupled to a control terminal of the first
output transistor, and the conduction terminal of the first
output transistor is coupled to the first supply voltage.

10. The circuit of claim 8, wherein a control terminal of the
fifth transistor is coupled to provide a temperature-dependent
current in the current source.

11. The circuit of claim 8, wherein the second bipolar
junction transistor is configured to exhibit a higher current
density flow than the first bipolar junction transistor.

12. The circuit of claim 11, wherein the higher current
density flow is by a factor of about 8.

13. The circuit of claim 1, wherein the current source is
configured to combine a second current proportional to abso-
Iute temperature with a temperature-dependent current to
provide the constant reference current.

14. The circuit of claim 13, wherein the current source
comprises:

a first circuit branch configured to couple between a first

voltage supply and a second voltage supply;

a second transistor of a first type in the first circuit branch;

athird transistor of a second type coupled in series with the
second transistor;

a resistor in series with the third transistor;

a second circuit branch configured to couple between the
first voltage supply and the second voltage supply;

a fourth transistor of the first type in the second circuit
branch and configured in a current mirror relationship
with the second transistor; and

a fifth transistor of the second type in series with the fourth
transistor.

15. The circuit of claim 13, wherein the second current
proportional to absolute temperature is added to the second
circuit branch by a sixth transistor having a control terminal
coupled to a first output of a temperature-sensing circuit, and
the temperature-dependent current is provided in the first
circuit branch by the third transistor having a control terminal
coupled to a second output of the temperature-sensing circuit.

16. The circuit of claim 15, wherein the temperature-de-
pendent current has an opposite dependence on temperature
than the second current proportional to absolute temperature.

17. The circuit of claim 16, further comprising a seventh
transistor of the second type coupled in series with the first
output and configured in a current mirror relationship with the
fifth transistor.

18. A method for providing an output current proportional
to temperature, the method comprising:

supplying a first current proportional to absolute tempera-
ture to a node of a temperature sensor;

removing a constant reference current from the node; and

outputting a second current proportional to absolute tem-
perature from the node when temperature exceeds a first
reference temperature;

wherein the value of the constant reference current deter-
mines a zero-crossing value of the second current.
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19. The method of claim 18, wherein the constant reference
current is selected to determine a zero-crossing value of the
second current.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein the supplying com-
prises providing a first control signal from a first output of a
temperature-sensing circuit to a control terminal of a first
transistor to control the first transistor to supply the first
current proportional to absolute temperature.

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the removing com-
prises providing a second control signal from a current source
to control terminal of a second transistor coupled in series
with the first transistor.

22. The method of claim 21, further comprising:

providing a third control signal to the current source from

a second output of the temperature-sensing circuit; and

combining, in the current source, the second current pro-

portional to absolute temperature with a temperature-
dependent current to provide the constant reference cur-
rent.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the temperature-
dependent current has an opposite temperature dependence
than the second current proportional to absolute temperature.

24. The method of claim 20, wherein a zero-crossing value
of'the output current is determined by a first resistive value in
the temperature-sensing circuit and a second resistive value in
the current source.

25. The method of claim 20, further comprising:

flowing a second current in a first circuit branch of the

temperature-sensing circuit, wherein the first circuit

branch comprises:

a second transistor of a first type;

a third transistor of a second type coupled in series with the

second transistor; and

a first bipolar junction transistor coupled in series with the

third transistor; and

flowing a third current in a second circuit branch of the

temperature-sensing circuit, wherein the second circuit

branch comprises:

a fourth transistor of the first type in a current mirror
relationship with the second transistor;

a fifth transistor of the second type in series with the
fourth transistor and configured in a current mirror
relationship with the third transistor;

a resistor in series with the fifth transistor; and

a second bipolar junction transistor coupled in series
with the resistor and configured in a current mirror
relationship with the first bipolar junction transistor.

26. The method of claim 20, wherein the constant reference
current varies less than about 5 microamps over a temperature
range of about 200 Celsius for the temperature-sensing cir-
cuit.

27. The method of claim 18, further comprising:

flowing a second current in a first circuit branch of the

current source, wherein the first circuit branch com-

prises:

a second transistor of a first type in the first circuit
branch;

a third transistor of a second type coupled in series with
the second transistor; and

a resistor in series with the third transistor; and

flowing a third current in a second circuit branch of the
current source, wherein the second circuit branch
comprises:

a fourth transistor of the first type in the second circuit

branch and configured in a current mirror relationship

with the second transistor; and
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a fifth transistor of the second type in series with the fourth
transistor.
28. A method, comprising:
generating a first current proportional to absolute tempera-
ture and containing temperature variant and temperature
invariant portions;
generating a second current inverse to the first current and
having temperature variant and temperature invariant
portions;
summing the first current and the second current so as to
generate a third current that is temperature invariant;
generating an output current that is temperature variant by
subtracting the third current from the first current;
wherein the value of the third current determines a zero-
crossing value of the first current.
29. The method of claim 28, wherein the first current being
greater than the third current indicates that the absolute tem-
perature is above a threshold temperature.
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